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Sunday, 12 September, San Nazzaro
(Italy): Thani Al Qemzi rounded off a
perfect weekendin SanNazzarowith a
start-to-flag victory at the F1H2O UIM
GrandPrixof Europe,leadinghome his
teammateShaunTorrenteto complete
a Team Abu Dhabi one-two, with
Sharjah¢ŜŀƳΩǎSamiSelio finishing in
third.

Al Qemzistarted from secondand had
to survivetwo yellow flag incidentsand
restarts. The first yellow flag cameon
lap 21 when GillmanwŀŎƛƴƎΩǎErikStark
crashed out, compounding a bad
weekend for the team with Alec
Weckstrom failing to finish even the
first lapbecauseof engineproblems.

The secondyellow flag was raised on
lap 36 when{ǿŜŘŜƴΩǎJonasAndersson
came to a stop in the middle of the
circuit, and the boat was held under
cautionfor somelapstill the greenflag
couldbe raised.

Polesitter Alberto Comparato ran the
racetill lap 15, wherehe retired due to
a technicalproblem; FilipRomsretired

in lap 7; Marit Stromoy retired in lap
13; three-time World Champion
PhilippeChiapperetired at lap 34 and
FrancescoCantandoat 38.

Al Qemzitook control of the racefrom
the moment Comparatoretired despite
early pressure from teammate Shaun
Torrente, with Sami Selio running
stronglyin third.

After all the withdrawals, the fight
behind the lead trio ended up being
between CǊŀƴŎŜΩǎPeter Morin and
tƻƭŀƴŘΩǎBartek Marszalek from the
new team StromoyRacingwho, despite
engineproblemsduringQualifying,was
ableto finishthe racein fifth position.

KalleVippo failed to start after the Lap
Parade becauseof a piece of wood
floating on the river, while F1!ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎΩǎ
Duarte Benaventewithdrew from the
racebeforethe start.

Despiteall the problemsin the water, a
huge crowd of enthusiasticpublic and
F1H2O fansfollowed the racefrom the
shoreof the PoRiver.
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TEAM ABU DHABI DUO FIRST & SECOND IN THE UIM 

F1H2O WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP OPENING ROUND



Jeremy Perez rounded out a thrilling and
incident-filled day of racing at the UIM-ABP
AquabikeRegioneSardegna- Grand Prix of
Italy in Olbia, cruising to victory in the last
Moto in a Runabout GP1 to kickstart his
seasonandput himselfbackin the title race.

Secondplace went to UIM-ABPtour rookie
Samuel Johansson,who displayed a good
performance,with CǊŀƴŎŜΩǎFrançoisMedori
cominghomein third place.

In Ski GP1, Kevin Reiterer polished off his
weekend serving up another master classto
sealhis GrandPrixvictory,presentinga perfect
scorecardand following up pole positionswith
three Moto winsapieceandmaximumpoints.

NachoArmillascompletedhis great weekend
on the UIM-ABPtour with another second-
placeto sealhis first podiumandthe runners-

up slot, with Daniel SvaeAndersenon the
third stepof the podium.

In the Ladiesdivision, JasmiinYprausended
first in Moto 3 with JoanaBorgstrom, making
light work of the conditionsandmaintaininga
strong pace throughout the race to make
secondplace. Thisgaveher the overallvictory
in the Ski Ladiesdivision, with Latvia Krista
Uzarein secondand Emma-Nellie Ortendahl
coming home in third position to complete
the podium, making it a double celebration
for Sweden.

In Freestyle, Rashed Al aǳƭƭŀΩǎrelentless
superiorityof trickscontinuedashe extended
his Grand Prix winning streak, topping the
points for varietyandstyleandcarding94 out
of 100. RobertoMariani finished secondand
took second overall, with fellow Italian
AlbertoCamerlengoin third position.
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This year the UIM World and European
Championshipof the 5 Formula Future Classes
took placein Kaunas/Lithuania,from August17ς
22. The Lithuanian Powerboat Federation who
organizedthe Event with over 100 participants
were extremelyhappy with the outcome of the
Championships:

Ψ/ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƴƎto the educationof youngpeoplein
the field of water sports is a great experience.
The competitions offer the children a great
opportunity to learnmoreabout the subtletiesof
Formula Future Classpiloting, competing with
others and respecting at the same time safe
behavioron water.

Ψ²Ŝthankthe CommunityCenterΨtŜǘǊŀǑƛǹƴŀƛΩfor
hostingthis BoatingEvent. It is an ideal occasion
to encourage children to engage in physical
activity.Ω

Nine different countries participated in the
Event in Kaunas. The top ranking in the team
raceswas for Russia,followed by Latvia,and in
third place was the CzechRepublic. Russiaalso
came first in the individual rankings of the
FormulaFuture categories1, 2, 3 and 4, while
Latviatook the first placein the 5th category.
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